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“Significant Others, Significant Issues”
Oh how the times have changed. In 1950, eight in 10
households were occupied by married couples. According
to the most recent U.S. Census, that number has
declined to about half, the balance being singles and
couples living together who are not married. The former
includes individuals who either live alone or with
roommates; the latter encompasses both opposite and
same-sex couples who consider themselves partners. It
is the latter segment which now makes up approximately
10% of American households.
A benefit to marriage that is often overlooked (perhaps
because of its dismal ranking on the romantic scale) is
insurance. Married couples experience advantages that
are not available to others living together. If you are not
married and living with a significant other (SO), there are
some important things you should understand about your
home insurance.
Standard home insurance is designed to cover damage
to personal property like furniture, electronics and
clothing that is owned by residents of the home who are
related to the person named on the actual home
insurance policy (i.e., you). The term “related” is where
your SO’s problems begin.
Certainly the cost to replace that stolen television or
incinerated clothing is essential. But home insurance has
another important role: personal liability coverage.
Personal liability is insurance that will cover expenses for
which you are liable, like when a guest slips and falls on
that loose step or your amateur attempt at controlled
brush-burning sets your neighbor’s home ablaze.
The following are some important limitations found in a
standard home insurance policy that you and your SO
should know:

First, there is no personal liability insurance offered to
individuals residing in the home who are not related to the
person whose name is on the home insurance policy. For
example, did your boyfriend move his dog in? Does your
girlfriend’s son host football games in the yard? Examples
like these (dogs can bite and children will hurt themselves)
serve as a reminder of the unpredictable nature and
expenses of a liability claim. The good news is that your
personal liability is covered by your home insurance. The
bad news is your SO isn’t—a potentially devastating
expense that he will have to pay for personally unless he
has his own insurance (discussed below).
Second, personal property of a non-relative is not covered
by your home insurance. This means no coverage for
claims like when your SO’s laptop is stolen from home or
school or if that plaid recliner he can’t live without is
burned in a fire.
Not all hope is lost. In some cases it is possible to modify
a standard home insurance policy to cover losses to your
SO’s personal property. However, this won’t fix everything.
The best solution is for your partner to purchase a home
insurance policy (often called “renter’s insurance”) that will
offer your SO protection for expensive property losses
and/or a significant liability expense. Please give us a call
if you have questions or we can assist you.
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NOTE: Policy coverages and circumstances can change at any time,
so the information above may not be accurate at the time of reprinting
or subsequently to that time. IIABA does not assume and has no
responsibility for liability or damage which may result from the use of
any of this information. The most current, up to date version of this
article can be found at IIABA’s Virtual University at www.bigivu.com.

Technology is amazing!

Shout Out…

You can reach us by email
afma@InsuranceMadeEasy.com

or look us up on our website
www.InsuranceMadeEasy.com

or facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AllenFreemanMcDonnellAgency/138790459483703

You will NEVER get voice mail
–

Real People answer our phones!
1-800-762-8600 • 1-207-942-7371

2017 Enrollment Dates for Health Insurance:
Individual: Nov.1, 2016: Open Enrollment begins
Jan.1, 2017: earliest coverage can start
Jan.31, 2017: Open Enrollment ends
Group Health (on or off SHOP), Medicaid, or
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP):
Enroll any time if eligible.
Medicare Parts A, B, C & D:
Initial Enrollment Period: 3 months
before your 65th birthday month, your
birthday month, and 3 months after
your birthday month.
Medicare Part C (Medicare Advantage) &
Part D (drug coverage):
Annual Election Period: Oct 15 – Dec 7, 2016
Medicare Advantage Disenrollment Period:
Jan 1 – Feb 14, 2017
Medigap (Medicare Supplement):
Open Enrollment Period: 6-month
period beginning on first day of month
turning 65 AND enrolled in Part B.
Special Enrollment Option:
Available for some situations.
Call us with questions!

30 Central St, Bangor, ME 04401
207-992-4454

https://centralstreetfarmhouse.com
Typical hours of operation are
Monday through Saturday 10am to 6pm.

We just enjoyed stage one
in our team building exercise…
you guessed it! Wine making!

What better way
to practice
working and
playing
well together
than making wine?!
Ask us how it turned out
next time you contact us we encourage you to visit
Central Street Farmhouse
to see for yourselves all
they have to offer.
We are sure glad we did!

NOTE: The principles contained in this material are general in scope and, to the best of our knowledge,
current at the time of publication. The insurance companies, IIABA and AFMA specifically disclaim all liability
for damages or personal injury alleged to arise from reliance on the information contained in this document.

